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You know that each rupee that is to be found in this purse
will go to find work for sixteen semi-starving women in the
remote villages of India, and give them one anna per day for
the work that they may do. Remember that they and their chil-
dren do not get anything like two full meals per day and that
is what I can tell you from my own experience of hundreds of
Indian villages. Your gift, therefore, is really an object lesson
in true charity. What can be better or nobler than that from
your youth whilst you are shouldering no responsibility, you
become accustomed to thinking not merely of yourselves, but
of those who are much poorer and much unfortunately placed
than you are.
It is undoubtedly a great thing that in your school there are
no distinctions and no one is considered to be an untouchable.
What you have done in giving me this generous purse is really
following along the lines that you are going, for, these children
and these women on whose behalf you have given this purse
are more unfortunately placed than even the so-called un-
touchables. I have not the power to make any return for your
kindness and your generosity. I can only pray to God that He
may bless you for all the good things that you may do in life ;
for, I know, that mere mental training is nothing, if it is not ac-
companied by a true training of the heart, and may your hearts
extend in the manner that your minds may.
I thank you once more.
Gandhiji in Ceylon, pp. 141-42